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Remarks/Argument 

The Offlc «to tW <**». 1, 4-10. -d 12W «• 5*** mJ 

**« cM-1. io. « a- w*— • 

cancelled. 

No claim amendments are presented in this response. 
Claim rejections uodcr 35 tf.S.C. § 103 

Claims 1,4, pnd 5 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over 
Adams (WO98A6M0, hereinafter referred to as "Adams") and Knapp (US 6,005 <W, 
^^W-k^dWiW^ hereinafter^ 
Claims 6-8 stand rejected over Adam*, Knapp. and 1*A» and And* in view of Lyle 
0 IS 7 295.578, herein^ < W Claim 10 over Scott (US 6,654,409, hcteiuaftcr 
"Scott") in view of Adams. Claim, 12-1 4 over Fuller (US 7,662,021. hereinafter 
"Fuller") in view of Lydon, Applicants respectful Inverse these rejections, 
lu <e Wada and Murphy, Appeal 2007-3733, the BPAI stated that: 
When determining whether a claim is obvious an examiner rnast 
• make ''a scarchiDR comparison .of the claimed invent.™ - 

. r , Ochiau 71 F.3d 1565, 1577. (Fed. Or. 1995) emph* « irifed 
Tims, "obviousness requires a suggestion of all M«» « ■ J 
, laim " f/'-.W /nc. v. yr^/dup //tfent Corp., 349 F.3d 1333. 134^ 
F d Ci^3 U« In Z Royka, 490 F.2d 981, 985 (CCl'A 
974)) Moreover, as die Supreme Court recently slated, -there 
must be some articulated reasoning with sonic rational 
underninnine to support the legal conclusion of obviousness. 
SSil, 127 S. It 1727, 1741 (2007) (quotmg In 
re Kahn, 441 F.3d 977, 988 (Fed. Cir. 2006) (emphasis added)). 

Applicants' specification as originally filed makes very clear that serial digital 
audio decoders exu^t little, if any, timing information from a stream of digital audio 
d»la (Page 1, lines 22-25). As such, the claimed invention is directed to a method for 
extracting selected time information from a M of serialized AES digital audio data. 
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C Page2 lines4-5). 

Lledtoaph.r.Uyof^OO^u tS) each of.hichw^ use the ^tedu,. 
infonnHtion^ngexeCuUon of active functior, (Pa g o 11 .lines l^In 
oddition.theextra^ 

iudf to decoct the received AES serialized digital «*> data stream. (Page 1 1, bncs 1*- 
•20). 

Applicants' claim 1 requires: 

A method for extracting selected time information from a stream of 
serialized AES digiial audio data, comprising 

Sing, by ^broadcast router, afirst transroon utdicauve of a 
J S of s,id stream of serialized ATS digital audio data; 

«K5w by the broadcast router, a seumd transition indicative 
of «Hc of said serialized ACS digital audio data 

dSnin Jby the broadcast router, . time separating «od firs. 

and second transitions; and ' . . 

transferrin* Ihe d^crmirtfdjime to a decoding logic circuit for 
decoding Jd ato if Rallied AES digital audio da* by. 
ggUgag [be determin ed time, Emphasis added. 

The. Office Action at ftp 3 relics on the combirialion ot Adams andKnapp as 
Oliefiedly disclosing the above emphasized features of claim U AppUeants respeotfully 
submit that the combination of Adams and Knapp do not teach or m » transfer^ the 
determined time to a decoding logic circuit for decoding said stream of .serialized A£S 
digital audio data by utilizing the determined time, as set forth in Claim 1. 

Applicants respectfully present two separate and mutually exclusive counter- 
arguments for the Office Action s allegations above, either of which will independently 
overcome the §103 rejection to claim I. 

FIRST, the Othce Action at page 1 alleges that Adams at page, 1 lines 12-13 
discloses transferring (he determined time information to a decoding logic circuit. 
Applicants respectfully disagree. 
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Adams relates to a circuit for decoding an input signal. Adams * page 1 lines 10- 



16 recites: 



Dizital data communications have a wide variety rffjJJJS 
SS such andiron includes transmission and reception ofdigta 
ZiTdaTlIerc as in other applications, an input signal >s 
itc JX arcccZ circuit Thence** circuit decodes the inp« 
%Z?MoaWtal do<„ tneam together with a digital clocking 

^LTne fZanL vary overtime. Aaardingly. receiver circuits 
^Z^'dtoZVSnsctrcidt,) thouldbc capaole of tracking 
change in the clocking of the im tuning data. 
Although Ada** may disuse that a decoding circuit decodes the input signal 
into a digital dm stream together with a digital clocking s lg nal corresponding to the data 
stream, this passage merely suggests the transfer of raw clocking data related to the d* 
sttcam. Nowhere in Adams is the suggestion of transferring the fenin^tunc to a 
deeding logic circuit as alleged by the Office action. Furthermore, in view of A,Ums, it 
would not be obvious tor one of ordiiauy skill in the art to first define a hme 
separating ^ first and second tractions and then to transfer the determined time to a 
decoding l^ic circuit because Adams teaches that the "r^r^ (also referred to 
« decoding circuits) should be capable of nckhg d«nges in the clockmg of (he 
incoming data." (Adams, page 1 lines 1546. emphasis added). In other words, the 
sources involved in Adams' tracking *e changes oflhc mcoming clock data u at the 
receiving end, not at the trotting end. Therefore, i, is nut obvrous in view of Adams 
to determine time and then transfer the determined time because Adams teaches just the 
opposite. 

As explained above, Adams does not disclose or even suggest transferring the 
determined time tu a decoding logic circuit. Knapp or Lydon do not cure this deficiency 
of Adams with respect to claim 1 . As such, claim 1 is patentable over the combination of 
Adams, Knapp, and Lydon. Reconsideration of the §103 rejection to claim 1 is 
respectfully requested. 
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' SECOND the Office Action at page 3 alleges thai Knapp discloses "decoding the 

data by"u^Uizhig"lhe determined time." Applicants respectfully point out that the Office's 
reliance onttapp docs not satisfy 0* Ml requirements of claim 1. 

Knapp relates to a phase-locked loop (PT-D with protected output during inffttees 
^nthePLLisumoeked. (Abstract). The cited area ofKnapp at column 5 Unes 1-28 
discloses a dealer 42 at the receiver of a —Nation system, where the decoder 
continuously decodes*, input signal and signals .he occurrence of apaU*,, that matches 
a predetermine set of valid preamble. Decoder 42 is designed to decode a specie set 
of bits withm the preamtdes. If that set of bits does not occur for a set period of ttrne 
possiblyinulcatedbya^^ 

indicate an unlock condition. Counter 44 is a modulo N counter where N cloek cycles is 
*e lim =period betweenpreambles. Ita valid preamble i, detected oft. exaetty N clock 
cycles, decoder 44 indicates one valid pontic has been detected. 

In contrast, Applicants' claim 1 specifically requires, among other thing*, 
^ge^^ a Coding logic circuit for decoding said stream of 

serialized AES digital audio data by flfflriifl the det.rmjngdhme. Even if Knapp 
discloses decoding the data by utilising the determined dme, a point which Applicants do 
not concede, K™ p1 t certainly does not disclose o, suggcst .ttnn^n glh.HetenamQd 
iime to a dcoodin R logic ciriuril for decodin* said stream of serialized AES digital muho 
^toWmto**B***B* wi.ileKnappd.sclosesaPLT.mwhichadetect.on 
circuit is coupled to rgceivg an input signal, nowhere docs Knapp 3ttggest the churned 

invention. m 

Furthermore, in view of Knapp, it would not he obvious to one of onlmary sk.ll m 
Ore art to achieve the Claimed invention because Knapp's delation circuit is designed to 
recsm signals but not for transmitting or Porting the determined lime to a decoding 
, og ic circuit for decoding said stream of serialized AES digital audio data by utilizing the 
determined time. Adams or Lydon do not cure this deficiency of K„a PP with respect to 
claim 1 As such, for this independent reason, claim 1 is patentable oyer the combination 
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respectfully wjucstwl. 

Claims 4 and 5 depend from arable claim 1 ■ Thus, claims 4 and .1 incorporate 

.ithre^ttoclaim^m^^^^ 

patentable^, Therefore, Applied rcq uest withdrawal of the rejects to c, a un S 4 

and 5 under 35 U.S.C 103(a). 

Claims 6-8 depend from allowable claim 1. Thns, claims 6-8 incorporate the 
feature of claim 1. The additional reference T.yle ia cited as allegedly showing an 
encode. However, Lyle doe, not show or ^gest Weiring the determined umc to a 
decoding logic circuit for decoding said stream of serial^ AES digital audio data by 
utilizing the determined time" aa recited in claim 1 . Therefore, Lyle does not cure the 
deficiencies rftto combination of Adams, Kna P p ; and Lydon M pointed out above. 
Thereto ApplicanLs .equeat withdrawal of the. rejection to claims 6-8 under 35 U.S.C 

103(a). 

independent claim 10 rccitesan appar^ and Chides the feature, of Lilians 
said extracted time information to decode said received stream of sensed AES d.gdal 
audio data." 

■to rejecting Applets' claim 10, the examiner reUcs on the ScoftpM. which, 
at Col 1 5 lines 24-36. teaches a clock recovery circuit within an isolation system for 
tenanting a phone line. A decoder section within the clock recovery circuit separates 
time-division multiplexed (TDM) data and control information. Other Circuitry receives 
the digital control output, including a synchronous data signal. However, neuter Scott, 
„or Adams, separately or in combination, discloses utilizing said extracted time 
information to decode said received stream of serialized AES digital audio data, as recited 
in claim 10. 

In the Office Action at 7, the Office points to Scott at Col. 15, IMS 30-32 as 
allegedly showing these features. However, . review of the cited section finds that the 
recovered clock operates as .he time base for decoder 708. However, decoder 708 
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separates the time division multiple, data and control information, providing digital 

control output 732 to other circuitry. 

This is different from the cloned invention which recite utilomg saul «tr«Ud 

timc Worn^on to d^dr^y^^ 

Decoder 708 ofSoottsepar^ time divi.on multiped d^t, and controlinf— 
which is different from the claimed to deu.de saidrcceived stream of sensed AES 
digital audio data. Further, Adams likewise fails to teach the claimed futures as 

pointed out above. _ 

Accordingly, Applicants submit that ClKim lOpatcntably distingo.shcs over the 

combination of Scott and Adams and the rejection should b* withdrawn. 
Applicants' claim 12 recites: 

A method for extracting selected time information from a stream of 
serialized AES digital audio data, comprising: 

detecting, by a broadcast router, a first Uansition of the streau, 
fif serialized AES digital audio data; 

of irai^itioh re aches a count of 2 3; . . p . , 
counting a number of clock pulses of a cJock.fmmthe de fechng 
of the first transition of the serialized AES digjtal audio data until 
. me number of transitions reaches the count ^of 33 ; and 

uutputting the clock, count to a decoding lug* circuit 
Emphasis added. 

The Office Action starting at the bottom of P a e e 8 concedes that Fuller does not 
disclose that the interval between die preambles has been detained by counting a 
number of transiuons of thc serializer AES digiial audio data from the first tranritton until 
lb. number of transition reaches a count of 33. In support of the §103 rejection to claim 
12, the Office alleges that Lydon atCol. 1, lines 25-35 discloses that the AES sub-frame 
contains 32 bite starting with a preamble, and concludes that it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skiil in the art at the time of invention to count (he number of 
transitions of the AES signal from the first transition until the number of transitions 
reaches a count of 33. Applicants respectfully disagree with U.is conclusion. 
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AES3 *. slrem to a M, ARM 4... « «ew M « 

MM no, bo **. .0 one of ordi»»y Ml I.*.-* — ** ° f 

Z to of^,».^-«o M of»,f^c,,np 1 e^.^L^on,«he !a « 

from counting to 33, , ^ 

A earefirl reading of Lydon reveals that Lydon explicitly teaches county the. 
number of transitions until the count reach. £2- U*. at column 4 lines 54-56 reenes; 

17* count* 22 count* to IZJ^vcenj^M!!"^^ • • • 

Emphasis added. 

Although Lydon teaches counting to 32 between successive rising^*, nowhere 
does Lydon disclose, fcri. or even W&* counting the number of transitions of the 
serialized AES digital audio data from the first ***** until the number of lemons 
reaches a cunt of 33. According, Applicants submit that Claim 12 patentably 
distinguishes over the auubination of Fuller -and I ydon and the rejection should be 
withdrawn. 

Claims 13 and 14 depend from allowable claim 12. Thus, claims 13 and 
incorporate the features of claim 1 2. and are patentable for at tea* the same reasons as 
diocussed above, with respect to claim 17, with each dependent claim containing further 
distinguish^ patentable features. Therefore, Applicants request withdraw! of the 
rejection u, claims 13 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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Conclusion 



» ««, a, W 7*6820 .0 an™ 8 e . «4 — *• 

and time for a telephonic interview. . 

No fee. arc believed due «fc , cgard to this Amende. However, if the™ , a 
fa please charge rhe fa or credit any overpay,,^ to Deposit Account No. 07-U832. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Carl L. Chrislcnscn ct al. 



By. 




RjPen D. Low, Attorney 
Reg. No. 28,234 
Phone (6W 734.6820 



Patent Operations 
Thomson Licensing LLC 
P.O. Box 53 12 

Princeton, New Jersey 08513-5312 
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